


A friendly reception from the people although there were symptoms of oppo-
Sition to their seeuring premises within the city walls. We now regret to
Learn that they have been compelled to abandon that post under circum-
Stances involving no small danger, and requiring much wisdom and fortitude
In the part of our friends. They have been mercifully preserved, and at

Once resumed their labours in another town, whilst there is every hope that
This temporary check will in the end turn out rather to the furtherance of
The Gospel in Formosa. Dr. Maxwell’s letter gives full details of what
Occurred.

Turning to the mainland, the departure of the rebels has again opened the
Way to the country stations, and throughout the district surrounding Baypay
a wide-spread interest in the Gospel continues to be manifested, as will be
seen from the letters of Mr. McGregor. In particular the account given us
of a dying convert affords a striking testimony to the reality of the Holy
Spirit’s work.

From Swatow there is a deeply interesting account of Mr. Smith’s visit to
Kway Tham, undertaken not without considerable personal danger, although
This is but slightly touched on in his letter. There is reason to hope that
The seed sown has taken root in some hearts. Mr. Smith has now been
More than seven tears in Chins, and the Committee have urged him to
Return home to recruit his health, which is far from good. Thus another
Missionary is much needed at Swatow to supply his place, while the new
Openings at Kway Tham and Jau-ping would give ample occupation for a
Second. Finally, as the demand for men implies an increased expenditure in
Future, we trust the state of the mission field, as described in the accompany-
Ing letters, will call forth the sympathies and liberality of many new sub-
Scribers throughout the country, and stir us all up to more believing and
Importunate prayer in behalf of the missionaries and the native Church.

M.
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LETTER FROM DR. J.L. MAXWELL.

Takao, Formosa, July 21, 1865
MT DEAR DR. HAMILTOX,--The work
Which Mr. Douglas and myself had been
Graciowily permitted to commence in Tai-
Wan-foo has been violently interrupted, and
For a time at least we have been constrained

To leave that city, and betake ourselves to



Takao, Our regular work in Tai-wan-foo
Began on the 16™ of June. On that day’
We opened the house vacated by the com-
Missioner of Customs for Formosa, and
Kindly gifted to us by him for the rest of
The year; we opened it for the double pur-
Pose of preaching the Gospel and healing
The sick. For the first ten days there was
Abundant labour both for us and for our
Chinese helpers; the sick came in goodly
Numbers, averaging during these ten days
Some fifty or sixty daily, and so long as the
Dispensing of medicines went on, |,e, from
9a.m.to 2, 3,and 4 p.m. there were

Large and more or less attentive audiences
iz

HiE

In the front hall of the house, listening to
The truth of the Gospel from Mr. Douglas
Or the Chinese assistants. Opposition to
Our presence and labours in the city was
First manifested in the form of falre and most
Injurious reports conceraing our work sys-
Thematically circulated throughout the city.
There ??? which were cven posted in
Writing on the walls ??? to the head
Mandarin’s office, deelared that we killed
Large numbers of people, and secreted their
Bodies in the upper apartments of the
Hones ; that we admitted patients only to
Fatten and kill them; that our medicines,
Which apparently did good in the first
Instance, would ultimately bring about

Some frightful evil in the system; that

Vate dead bodies; that a young candidate
For literary honours, who had bien reen dol

Lowing us at a respectful distance, had sud-



Denly disappeared, and continued to be
Missing and other such-like matters, too

Numerous and too wonderful (!) to be all



